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“Today's News — Tomorrow's History”
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President Xi Jinping visits

Saudi Arabia, Egypt, Iran

Jan. 19 - 23, 2016

John T. Robbins, Editor

Xi Concludes Middle East Trip
With Stronger Ties, Cooperation

TEH-
RAN,
Jan. 24
(Xinhua) -
1 - Chinese
. President
Xi Jinping
on
Saturday
conclud-
Chinese President Meets With Iran's €d 2
Supreme Leader Khamenei. two-day
state visit to Iran, the last leg of his three-nation visit
to the Middle East to upgrade ties and boost
cooperation.
Xi discussed cooperation with leaders of Saudi Ara-
bia, Egypt and Iran within the framework of the Belt
and Road Initiative and unveiled cooperation projects
in fields including industrial capacity, infrastructure
and energy.
During Xi's trip, China upgraded its diplomatic rela-
tions with Saudi Arabia and Iran respectively to com-
prehensive strategic partnership, a positioning which
means closer cooperation in various areas.
Xi tried to promote enhanced dialogue as a means of
resolving differences in the Middle East, and unveiled
new aid programs to facilitate development, which he
said is key to overcoming difficulties.
Meanwhile, the Chinese leader made it clear that his
country is not looking for proxies or trying to fill any
"vacuum" in the Middle East, but aspiring to build "a
network of mutually beneficial partnerships."
LIFTING BILATERAL TIES WITH IRAN
While in Tehran, Xi agreed with Iranian President
Hassan Rouhani to elevate the bilateral ties to a com-

Compiled And Edited By John T.

new stage," the president said.

Rouhani said Iran will respond actively to the Belt
and Road Initiative, a vision Xi put forward in 2013 to
boost interconnectivity and common development
along the ancient land and maritime Silk Roads.

The two sides signed a Memorandum of Understand-
ing on jointly pursuing the initiative.

The Chinese president h|gh||ghted a few priorities in
the practical cooperation ™}

with Iran within the
framework of the Belt and
Road Initiative such as
energy, interconnectivity,
industrial capacity and
finance.

China hopes the Iran
nuclear deal, the Joint
Comprehensive Plan of
Action (JCPOA), can be
implemented smoothly, Xi

Chlnese President Xi
Jinping delivers a
speech at the Arab
League headquarters in
Cairo, Egypt, Jan. 21,
said. 2016. (Xinhua/Photo)

China and Iran agreed to set up an annual meeting
mechanism between their foreign ministers. They

also said that China supports Iran's application for full
membership of the Shanghai Cooperation
Organization (SCO).

Xi also met with Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali
Khamenei and Parliament Speaker Ali Larijani.
Khamenei said that Tehran is willing to push the bilat-
eral practical cooperation to a new high. Iran is an im-
portant country along the Belt and Road and stands
ready to play a greater role in jointly pursuing the ini-
tiative with China, the supreme leader said.
PROMOTING DEVELOPMENT IN MIDDLE EAST
Xi's visit to Egypt, the second leg of his regional tour,

Robbins, News&Review Editor

According to the 18-page document, they will boost
their cooperation in such fields as politics, trade and
economy as well as military and security.

"China will continue to view
and develop its relations
with Egypt from a strategic
and long-term perspective,
" Xi said in a signed article
published on local
newspaper prior to his
arrival.

He proposed that the two
countries work together to
build the Arab nation into a
pivot of the Belt and Road.
To that end, Xi suggested,
China and Egypt should align their development
strategies and visions and focus on cooperation on
infrastructure construction and industrial capacity.

Xi said China is willing to participate in Egypt's key
projects including the development of the Suez Canal
Corridor and the construction of a new administrative
capital.

Xi also invited his Egyptian counterpart Abdel-Fattah
al-Sisi to attend the Group of 20 (G20) summit in the
Chinese city of Hangzhou in September.

While in Egypt, Xi delivered an important speech at
the headquarters of the Arab League outlining Chi-
nese approach to issues in the Middle East.

The Chinese leader said that the key to resolving dif-
ferences in the Middle East is to enhance dialogue
and that the key to overcoming difficulties in the re-
gion is to promote development.

He said that the Chinese government has decided to
pledge 50 million RMB (7.53 million U.S. dollars) to

Chinese President Xi
Jinping (L) is welcomed
by Egyptian President
Abdel-Fattah al-Sisi at
Quba Palace in Cairo,
Egypt, Jan. 21, 2016.
(Xinhua/Photo)

ment in the Middle East, including 15 billion dollars of
exclusive loans, 10 billion dollars of commercial lend-
ing and 10 billion dollars of concessional loans, as
well as joint investment funds worth a total of 20 bil-
lion dollars.

Xi said China is not trying to fill any "vacuum" in the
Middle East.

"Instead of looking for proxies, China promotes
peace talks in the Middle East; instead of seeking
any sphere of influence, China calls on all nations in
the region to take part in the Belt and Road Initiative;
and instead of attempting to fill any 'vacuum', China
aspires to build a network of mutually beneficial part-
nerships," he said.

ENHANCING ENERGY COOPERATION WITH
SAUDI

The first leg of Xi's Middle East tour took him to Sau-
di Arabia, where he met with King Salman bin Abdu-
laziz Al Saud on Tuesday.

The two leaders agreed to upgrade the bllateral ties
to a compre- )
hensive strate-
gic partnership.
Xi said, "l
believe it will
deepen the
mutual
strategic trust,
lead to greater
achievements
in our mutually

Chinese Pre5|dent Xi Jinping (L) is
awarded with Abdulaziz Medal by
Saudi King Salman bin Abdulaziz Al
Saud after their talks in Riyadh,
Saudi Arabia, Jan. 19, 2016. Xi

beneficial arrived here on Tuesday for a state
. visit to Saudi Arabia, the first stop

cooperation, of his three-nation tour of the

and help Middle East. (Xinhua/Photo)
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Held At City Hall In Downtown Houston

Ay — — — E -~
Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, News&Review Editor ; wg ’H * Ib‘ . ﬁ m m* ﬁ‘:&é *:l—
(Houston, Texas) America's fastest growing cities. We have initiated and been the driving force §§*§ﬁ**§‘c§¥% e S ey pre w RN : : ..
The 20th Annual behind many community projects, programs and events that include the Texas z‘gﬁfgg .’-ﬁ%‘t'%)ﬁ il‘*‘ﬂgﬁi‘! % ElElI"EWEIDEI EhIPDDFEIEtIC ElII'IIE
Texas Lunar New Lunar New Year Festival, the McDonald's Education Workshops, the Texas . . i ' e - . ; C sy %ﬂfﬁ:}ﬁ S5 153 el )
Year Festival Cele- African Summit, the ITC Education Institute and have aired many more FEEMEE - BERER - AGHRERTRE  BEMERER IR =
bration (operating educational, cultural and business-related television programs on our digital fir ~ BEMEHE  EHEERRY - LEWERE - IINER - iEw ¥ - i M - I:Féﬁi
under The Chinese television station, ITV International 55.5, as well as having hosted over 200 = = KEs BB TERA - S#AE s TE - ESE - ERZE - ) _$ m Nl/ | * A8 T TF LA EoRG JE B RAED
New Year Festival international business related meetings and events at our International Trade 0TH ANNUAL TEXAS LUNAR FESTIVAL ffg‘% - ﬁ%*’fﬁét%?éﬁsﬁ BER 4o W ERLEE LRI AR R R = -
Inc., a non-profit or-  Center. Tha Lnreast Tetai law Vans Calebration aAlhi e FIE2EEME | B—ZFAR 9:00am - 6:00pm FEZIRER ;@%m;;’;‘éﬁéﬂggﬁgﬁ Dr. Eric S. Liu %k 2k BT RS g L 5 PR SR AUA 7% JF
ganization), will  The promoters of this year's event are Southern B UNAR s.af:..lrl:la\,f?F‘Ebrl_aarﬂ,a 13, 2016 1 10:00AM — 5:00PM ikl : 9888 Bellaire Blvd., 1196 Te‘lf 713-492-0686 (4‘111?) Fax: 7§£—534_—1136 855.713-484-7400 13@:713-484-7405("&\E\%\%E§\5§ié$§%ﬁ1%[@) Mam-m%inﬂﬁi%ﬁiﬁ%
take place on Satur- News Group, Chinese New Year Festival Inc., . Houston, TX 77036 isfi) Tel: 832—863—-8003 (70 (FETHHI) #e3k.9630 Clarewood @Corporate, #A3, Houston, TX 77036(E 87454 8)

International Trade Center, International
Management District, USA Printing, ITV International
Television 55.5, International Press Club,
Southwestern National Bank, and Chinese Chamber
of Commerce of Texas.

For more information please contact Jennifer
Lopez at 281-983-8154 or jenniferitc@gmail.com
or Angela Chen at 281-983-8160 or
angela@scdaily.com.

Chinese New Year Festival 11122 Bellaire
Blvd. Houston, TX 77072 281-498-4310 Fax
281-498-2728

Website: WWW.texaslunarfest.net

The Texas Lunar Festival is a production of
Southern News Group (www.scdaily.com),
Houston, TX.

day February 13,
2016, at the Reflec-
tion Pond at Hous-
ton City Hall in
downtown Houston
from 10 AM - 5PM.
This year's 20th Annual Texas Lunar New Year Festival, www.texaslunarfest.
net, marks

the second time the multi-cultural event is being held in the downtown Houston
area, having been held last year at Discovery Green Park

Southern News Group, located in southwest Houston, is the founding
organization of the Texas Lunar New Year Festival. Southern News Group is a
multi-media communications company that includes publication of daily Chinese
newspapers with editions in major U.S. cities, a daily online newspaper edition,
a digital television station, yellow pages, printing services and a world-class
International Trade Center event complex, Southern News
Group is now the largest Asian media organization in the
southwestern part of the United States.
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Houston’s City Hall Reflection Pond

City Hall Reflection Pond
901 Bagby, Houston, Texas 77002

Houston Mayor Annise
Parker (right) is joined by
Southern News Group CEO
Wea Lee in front of last
year's Texas Lunar New
Year Festival poster at the
event's kick—-off party.

www.texaslunarfest.net

China Science: China discovers new cure to counter Ebola Virus

This year Southern News will team up with more than 100 _ > \ _ ﬁ%%ﬁﬁﬁ S %%Bﬁﬁ" ﬁ#&%ﬁ
i d izations from th ities of http://en.yibada.com/articles/101073/20160125/china-science.htm B3, BT8GR B2 4 » T /e e o B ! 1775
companies and organizations from the many communities o Bh f B i ThBE i) 2 SR ﬁﬁIEEET Hﬂ. . BEEDE MEAE, 3085, B, AHE OB, Iﬂlﬁé'ﬂ_’,%

Houston, offering a series of displays, food booths,
entertainment, acrobats, lion dancers, world-class Shaolin
Temple Wushu martial arts demonstrations and games and
door prizes for all ages. Activities are selected to compliment
this great and exciting celebration with lively entertainment
for the entire family. Last year's celebration drew over 20,000
attendees. The year of 2016 according to the Chinese Lunar
Calendar is the Year of Monkey.

The Texas Lunar New Year Festival celebration is the largest
celebration of the Asian New Year in the southwestern United
States. It is a one-of-a-kind family oriented event that attracts
large numbers of people from every ethnic group.

Since 1979, Southern News Group has not only built the
largest Asian media complex in the southwestern United
States, but has also reached out to the broader community
of southwest Houston with programs that respond to the
growing ethnic diversity of this unique section of one of

9999 Bellaire Blvd #370,Houston, TX 77036 & 35: 713-270-0909 (2 & 44T K4 = 4%)

China Space News: China Will Rove Moon's Darker Side by 2018

http://en.yibada.com/articles/101024/20160124/china-space.htm
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First Trains of Spring Festival Travel Depart Around China
http://en.yibada.com/articles/101038/20160124/
first-trains-spring-festival-travel-depart-around-china.htm

A bright, clear dawn for China's Middle East policy
http://news.xinhuanet.com/english/2016-01/25/c_135044110.htm

Airport, highways closed as China sees worst cold in decades
http://news.xinhuanet.com/english/2016-01/22/c_135035759.htm

GM President: China’s Economy Better Than What The World Thinks!
http://en.yibada.com/articles/101035/20160124/general-motors.htm
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0889 Bellaire Blvd., Suite E219A, Houston, TX 77036 (K 1EEE RN )

Please send your comments to the News & Review Editor at john @ scdaily.com.
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