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China Commits To Rejuvenation Of Bilateral Ties

With The World’s 2nd Largest Continent

John T. Robbins, Editor

China Reaffirms Commitment
To Stronger Ties With Africa

| =

Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi (2nd L),
Chinese Commerce Minister Gao Hucheng (1st
L), South African Minister for international
relations and cooperation Nkoana Mashabane
(2nd R) and South African Minister of Trade and
Industry Rob Davies attend the 6th ministerial
conference of the Forum on China-Africa
Cooperation (FOCAC) in Pretoria, South Africa,
Dec. 3, 2015. [Photo/Xinhua]
PRETORIA - Last Thursday China reaffirmed its com-
mitment to further promoting relations with African

countries.

Speaking at the opening ceremony of the sixth minis-
terial conference of the Forum on China-Africa Coop-
eration (FOCAC) in Pretoria, South Africa, Chinese
Foreign Minister Wang Yi said Beijing is committed to
rejuvenating bilateral ties with the World's second
largest continent.

The bilateral cooperation between China and African
countries has accomplished huge strides in diverse

Compiled And Edited By John T.

areas like trade, security, agriculture, health, people
to people exchanges and technology transfer, said
the foreign minister.

"China and Africa have deepened strategic mutual
trust and traditional friendship. The frequent political
exchanges and dialogue between the two sides have
provided further guidance for China-Africa coopera-
tion," Wang told African foreign ministers.

The ministerial conference was a precursor to the
FOCAC summit to
be chaired by
Chinese President
Xi Jinping and his
South African
counterpart Jacob
Zuma on Friday
and Saturday.
The foreign
ministers
discussed the
agenda items that
will be presented
to the Heads of
State for adoption.
Wang said that implementation of resolutions that
were adopted in the previous FOCAC summits has
gone into overdrive.

"Thanks to our joint efforts in the past three years
and more, solid progress has been made in follow up

Chinese Foreign Minister Wang
Yi (L) and Maite
Nkoana-Mashabane, Minister
of the Department of
International Relations and
Cooperation of South Africa
attend a press conference in
Pretoria, South Africa in April,
2015. (Xinhua Photo)

Robbins, News&Review Editor

actions in the five key areas adopted at the 5th
ministerial conference in Beijing," Wang remarked.

He added the Chinese government has prioritized
key areas like finance and investment, peace and se-
curity, people to people exchanges and regional inte-
gration to boost Africa's socio-economic progress.
The FOCAC summit will provide an opportunity for
China and African states to dialogue on viable strate-
gies that would accelerate the continent's develop-
ment.

Wang said China will engage African countries on a
mutual basis to help them address pressing challeng-
es like poverty, youth unemployment, skills and infra-
structural bottlenecks.

"FOCAC provides an important platform for practical
dialogue; it is a model for South-South cooperation.
Our goal is to help African people realize develop-
ment and prosperity," Wang remarked.

Sino-Africa cooperation has evolved to focus on
emerging challenges affecting the African continent
including climate change, wildlife crimes, conflicts

and the
Ebola
pandemic.
Wang
clarified that
China will
not impose
its political

Pretoria, South Africa

or economic models to African states but will rather
support homegrown initiatives to tackle the

continent's myriad challenges.

"China firmly supports Africans in addressing African
issues in an African way, actively facilitates peace
talks and pushes for political settlement of hotspot is-
sues in the continent," Wang told African foreign min-
isters.

He reiterated that China will support multilateral initia-
tives that aim to promote peace, security, economic
development and environmental sustainability in Afri-
ca.

Policymakers, industry executives and scholars from
China and Africa have lately engaged in robust con-
versation on how to strengthen bilateral ties and
achieve mutual benefits.

Wang enumerated key achievements of FOCAC sum-
mits that includes regular dialogue forums among se-
nior policymakers and think tanks to explore new ar-
eas of cooperation.

"Important headway has been made in building
Sub-forums of FOCAC. Sub-forums on people to peo-
ple exchanges, media, law and think tanks have be-
come regular and mature," said Wang.

He added that Sino-Africa dialogue on environmental
protection and development of industrial parks has
progressed without a hitch. (Courtesy news.xinhua-
net.com/english)

Funds To Be Used To Build Infrastructure In

The Continent’s Most Industrialized Nation

China Signs US$6.5B Deals In South Africa

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, News&Review Editor

President Xi Jinping meets Nkosazana Dlamini
Zuma, Chairperson of the African Union
Commission, in Pretoria, South Africa, Dec. 3,
2015. Xi, who began his tour of Africa in
Zimbabwe lastTuesday, also co-chaired a Forum
on China-Africa Cooperation in Johannesburg.
(Xinhua Photo)

Chinese President Xi Jinping presided over the sign-
ing of agreements and loan deals with South Africa
worth 94 billion rand (US$6.5 billion), mainly to build
infrastructure in the continent’ s most industrialized

nation.
South Africa’ s President Jacob Zuma hailed rela-
tions between the two nations as at their “best ever”

after the two leaders held talks focussed on boosting
investment and addressing a trade imbalance that fa-
vors China.

“China and South Africa relations are at a new histori-
cal level. We want to build it into a model for relation-
ships between China and other emerging econo-
mies,” Xi said at a news conference following the
talks.

China has made a string of cheap loans in the past
few years to countries in Africa, a continent which
supplies oil and raw materials such as copper and
uranium to the world’ s most populous country and
second-largest economy.

Xi, who began his tour of Africa in Zimbabwe on
Tuesday where he pledged loans to revamp that
country’ s ailing economy, will also co-chair a
two-day Forum on China-Africa Cooperation which is
due to begin in Jo-
hannesburg today.
Several African
heads of state are
expected to attend
the summit, with
discussions
centring on how
much China will
extend in new

loans as its own Map Of South Africa

economic growth slows, while African nations may
push for debt moratoriums and technology transfers.
Nigeria’ s President Muhammadu Buhari will ask Xi
to fund rail and power projects urgently needed to di-
versify an economy hit hard by a plunge in oil prices,
a spokesman said.

As part of the 26 deals signed on Wednesday, China
will lend South Africa’ s cash-strapped power utility
US$500 million.

The two countries also signed a deal to improve coop-
eration in nuclear power, but gave no details.

South Africa is in the throes of a chronic electricity cri-
sis that is increasing costs for industry and discourag-
ing investment. Part of its response is to build new nu-
clear plants that experts say may cost as much as US
$100 billion.

China will also help to build a car manufacturing plant
on South Africa’ s coast which should begin exporting
vehicles to other African countries by the end of 2017.
South African Investec, a Johannesburg-based in-
vestment bank and asset management firm, agreed
to work with China Export-Import Bank to enhance ex-
port finance, project finance, and the internationaliza-
tion of China’ s currency and its use as a settlement
currency in trade.

China’ s Credit Insurance Corp signed a deal to pro-
vide state-owned logistics firm Transnet with US$2.5
billion in loans to pay for contracts and equipment

with Chinese companies.

The two nations also agreed to waive visa require-
ments for diplomatic and government passport hold-
ers.

Xi yesterday urged China and Africa to work together
toward win-win cooperation for common development
within the framework of the Forum on China-Africa
Cooperation.

In an address delivered for Chinafrica magazine’ s
special issue for the upcoming Johannesburg sum-
mit, Xi noted that China and Africa form a community
of shared future.

Chinafrica is a monthly magazine in Africa issued by
China International Publishing Group.

“We have long stood together through thick and thin
and are now facing unprecedented opportunities for
cooperation,” Xi said.

China highly values and sincerely supports Africa’ s
development, which has profound implications for ad-
vancing the lofty cause of peace and development of
mankind, he said.

“Chinese and Africans will remain good friends, part-
ners and brothers forever,” Xi said, stressing that Chi-
na will continue to uphold the guidelines of its Africa
policy — sincerity, real results, affinity and good
faith — and a balanced approach to principles and in-
terests. (Courtesy www.shanghaidaily.com/national)
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200 Front Desk

Michaela Betton
Office: 832-448-0190
Email: michelle@itchouston.org

201 REBACCA International, Inc.
Office: 8324480519

202 Pakistan Chamber of Commerce
PJ Khan
Office:832-448-0520

Email: pjkhanswati@hotmail.com

203 Graduate Medical Education Development
Pegah Pourasef

Office: 832-423-5690

Email:pegah@graduatemed.com

205 Globalization Accelerator
Tom Ren
Office:832-448—-0522

Email:tomren88@gmail.com

206 Tho Agency Insurance & Financial Services
Paul Rosario
Office:832-448-0523

Email: prosario65@hotmail.com

209-210 Texas Tech University - TTUISD
Sam Oswald/Victoria Qin
Office: 832-448-0191

Email: sam.oswald@ttu.edu

210A International Arts & Culture Center
Wea H. Lee

Office: 281-498-4310

Email: wealee@aol.com

211 International Trade Center
Gezahgen Kebede

Office: 832-448-0526
Email:gezahgen@juno.com

212 The Entrepreneurs Network
Errol Jones
Email:ejones@errolgroup.com

213 National Black Business Alliance
Etrrol Jones
Email: ejones@errolgroup.com

International Trade Center Business Directory

832-448-0192

victoria.qin@ttu.edu

Marie Lee

INTERNATIONAL TRADE CENTER-HOUSTON
11110 Bellaire Blvd., Suite 200, Houston, Texas 77072

Tel: 832-448-0190 Fax: 281-498-2728

The International Trade Center is registered with U.S.Internal Revenue Service as a 501C6 non—profit organization.

216 Caribbean Chamber of Commerce
Sijollie Braham

Office: 832-448-0518

Email: sijollie@caribbeanchamber.org

217 Alief Community Association

Office: 832-448-0530
Email: marie-lee@sbcglobal.net

218 Sinkroser Enterprise
Ines Chauran
Office: 832-448-0531

218 MACOR Real Estate Investments, Inc.

Maria D. Cortazar
Office: 832-448-0531

Email:mcortazar@macotinvestments.com

219 International Press Club
John Robbins

Office: 832-448-0193
Email:john@scdaily.com

Val Thompson
Office: 832-448-0522

Robert G. Moll
Office: 832-448-0538

James Shu
Office: 832-448-0533
Email:shu_xj@msn.com

For Leasing and Events Information, Please Contact

222 Houston International Trade Development Council

Email:vthompson@houstontrade.org

229-230 United Nations Association

Email:RMoll@hillrivkins.com

231-233 Shu & Associates

Corporate Office - Ho!

Please send your comments to the News & Review Editor at john @ scdaily.com.
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Tel: 713-988-9018
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10025 SOUTHWEST FREEWAY,HOUSTON TX 77074
(595%m8, N\SEAIERD)
TEL: 713-995-2600 1-800-256-6225
E-MAIL: mma@smlexus.com
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