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HOUSTON INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT
NOTICE TO PROPOSERS

The Houston Independent School District located in the Hattie Mae White Ed-
ucational Support Center at 4400 West 18th Street Houston, Texas 77092 will
accept proposals, until the stated date and time deadlines, in the Board Services
Office, Level C1

® Project 15-05-05 - Project Title: Request for Qualifications (RFQ)/Legal
Services - with a deadline of 2:00 p.m. July 31, 2015. There will be a supplier
conference held on July 22, 2015 at the Hattie Mae White Support Center as
listed above, in the Procurement Department Conference room 2NE32 beginning
at 2:00 pm.

e Project 15-06-04 - Project Title: RFP/Student Information System - with
a deadline of 1:00 p.m. August 11, 2015. There will NOT be a pre—proposal
meeting. There will be a conference call via WebEx on July 29, 2015. The dial
in information will be published prior to the call. All interested parties are invited
to participate.

e Project 15-06-07 - RFP- Bulk Qil, Lubricants and Chemicals - with a
deadline of 2 P.M. August 5, 2015. The pre—proposal conference for this project
will be in Hattie Mae White Educational Center Room 2C10 on July 22,2015 at
9:00 a.m.

® Project 15-06-11 RFP - Athletics Supply/Services - Concession Foods
with deadline of 2:00 P.M., August 4, 2015. The pre—proposal conference for this

project will be in Room 2C12 at the above stated address on July 21, 2015
at 10:30 A.M.

e Project 15-07-05 - Project Title: RFP/Two Way Radio System Infra—
structure Upgrade for the Transportation Department - with a deadline of 1:00
p.m. August 5, 2015. There will NOT be a pre—proposal meeting.

®* Project 15-07-06 - Project Title: RFP/Two Way Radio System for the
HISD Police Department - with a deadline of 1:00 p.m. August 5, 2015. There
will NOT be a pre—proposal meeting.

e Project 15-07-08 RFP - Concrete, Asphalt Installation Supplies & Services

with a deadline of 2 P.M., August 4, 2015.The pre—proposal conference for this
project will be in room 3C04 at 4400 West 18th Street, Houston, Texas 77092
on July 21, 2015 at 9 AM.

® Project 15-07-09 RFP - Carpet, Wood and other Flooring Services—In-
stallation, Maintenance and Repair with a deadline of 2 P.M., August 5, 2015.The
pre—proposal conference for this project will be in room 2C12 at 4400 West 18th
Street, Houston, Texas 77092 on July 22, 2015 at 10 AM.

Proposals are available on the HISD web-site at www.houstonisd.org. To access, go to

Departments, Procurement Services, Bid Opportunities.
The District reserves the right to reject any or all proposals, or, to accept the proposal
that is most advantageous to the District.
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“Today's News — Tomorrow's History”

NEWS & REVIEW /s

News & Review is a Division of Southern News Group - Founded June 16, 1979

July 15, 2015

John T. Robbins, Editor

European Union Could Represent "Infinite O_p_portun/t/es " For China

China May Invest $11 Billion In
Europe's New Infrastructure Fund

BRUSSELS (Reuters) - China could invest up to
10 billion euros ($11.1 billion) in Europe's new in-
frastructure fund, but a final decision is being held
up by the complex mechanics of a deal to give Chi-
nese technology companies a greater role in Eu-
rope, people familiar with the talks say.

Premier Li Keqgiang had been expected to put a fig-
ure on China's contribution to the EU's 315 billion
euro fund at an EU-China summit on June 29, part
of Beijing's efforts to become a more advanced
economy and not just the world's factory floor.

Li made a pledge to invest in the European fund,
which aims to reverse the dramatic fall in Europe-
an investment since the 2008 global financial cri-
sis, but he created some confusion by also talking
about an additional China-EU co-investment fund.
"China wants to invest between 5 to 10 billion eu-
ros initially. The question is how to do it," said one
person close to the discussions, who declined to
be named.

A second person said the investments would be
"in the billions" and added that the goal was to
agree the scheme at a meeting in Beijing in late
September between European Commission Vice
President Jyrki Katainen and Chinese Vice Pre-

Greek Men Wave Flags Of Greece And The
European Union Following The Bailout Of
Greece. Along with Other Countries,
Greece May Offer Investment
Opportunities For China.

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, News&Review Editor

mier Ma Kai.

The Chinese pledge follows decisions by EU gov-
ernments to join the Chinese-led Asian Infrastruc-
ture Investment Bank (AIIB), in defiance of Wash-
ington.

One of the obstacles is the design of the EU fund,
known formally as the European Fund for Strate-
gic Investments (EFSI), which relies on guaran-
tees that are designed to attract investors by cover-
ing any initial losses should a project fail.

If China were to put its money directly into the fund
as a guarantee, that would have a multiplier effect
by attracting more investment. But under the rules
of the fund, China would have no say in choosing
the kind of technology projects that Chinese com-
panies could invest in.

L

China's money could also be lost and need to be
replenished if projects fail. For the moment, the
fund's guarantees will come from unused funds of
the European Union's budget.

Other ways would be to invest in projects chosen
by the fund's board, known as platforms, that are
defined by the type of economic sector chosen.
That would allow China to go into the kind of digi-
tal projects they are looking for.

Another option would be to create a vehicle linked
to the EU fund, possibly what the Chinese premier
was referring to, but that would still need collateral
to go to market to issue bonds and raise capital.
The EU has little spare cash.

Chinese officials in Brussels last week said there
was no doubt China will eventually invest in the

fund. This time, Beijing wants to work closely with
Europe to avoid past project failures in places
such as Poland and Greece.

"We are ready to invest because there are infinite
opportunities. We can build a digital Silk Road, a
Silk Road in cyberspace," Lu Wei, China's top In-
ternet regulator, told European technology execu-
tives in Brussels. He led a delegation of Chinese
technology companies including ZTE, Tencent and
Alibaba to find ways to invest in Europe, mainly
through the EU's EFSI fund.

Beijing wants to focus on digital projects to gain
technological knowledge, part of a grander plan to
link Asia and Europe under the "One Belt, One
Road" initiative, to create a modern Silk Road to
boost trade and extend China's influence.

China sees an opportunity as the European Union
wants to radically digitalize its industry and public
services, promoting Beijing's so-called Internet
Plus plan, whereby everything is connected to a
super-fast broadband network infrastructure.
Chinese investments in European digital
infrastructure would likely come through joint
ventures and public-private partnerships to also
develop the next generation of mobile technology,
called 5G, which would enable a one-hour video to
be b
download-
ed in about
six
seconds.
$1=
0.8988
euros)
(Courtesy
WWW.
businessin-
sider.com)

Chinese Prime Minister Li
Kegiang sits in a cockpit during
a visit to the Airbus A350
assembly plant in Colomiers
near Toulouse, France.

China Reports 75 Percent Of Cities
Failed To Meet Air Standards In June

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, News&Review Editor

View of downtown Shanghai on a hazy night, January 25, 2015.

(REUTERS Photo)
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new anti-pollution measures to save its
citizens from the choking smog with the
government announcing a $1.65 billion
fund to fight air pollution last Wednes-
day.

A State Council (the Chinese Cabinet)
meet chaired by Chinese Premier Li
Kegiang decided that “political achieve-
ments” of local governments will now
be ranked after inputs on the total emis-
sions  of their province. China has
been prone to severe air pollution levels.
Li also announced rewards for compa-
nies that “ clean up their operations”.
The central government said it will moni-
tor the total emissions of each province.
The air quality in Chinese cities is often

INTERNATIONAL MUSIC FOUNDATION

INTERNATIONAL MUSIC FOUNDATION

Apply now for the
Allianz Junior
Music Camp 2015

Lang Lang International Music Foundation

Pianists 14 Years old or younger, we urge you to apply for Allianz Junior Music
Camp 2015!All expenses and travel paid. Go to: http://langlangfoundation.org.
[Facebook: Lang Lang International Music Foundation]

ronment protection suffered a severe
setback, poisoning most of the country’

environmental indicators according to a
new study by New Delhi-based Centre

BEIJING (Reuters) - Nearly 75 percent
of China's big cities failed to meet air
quality standards in June, the environ-
ment ministry said on Monday, an im-
provement over the same month last
year, as the country continues to wage
"war on pollution."

Nineteen cities met air quality standards
every day, the Ministry of Environmen-
tal Protection said in a statement on its
website (http://www.mep.gov.cn), com-
pared to five at the same time last year.
Air quality in the capital Beijing was sub-
par on almost 60 percent of the days in

the lungs - rise 11 percent compared to
the same period last year.

Amid growing public disquiet about
smog and other environmental risks,
China said last year it would "declare
war on pollution" and it has started to
eliminate substandard industrial capaci- L
ty and reduce coal consumption.

Last year, nearly 90 percent of China's
74 big cities failed to meet air quality
standards.

The state standard is 35 micrograms of
PM2.5 per cubic meter, but the govern-
ment does not expect to bring the na-

poor with readings for PM 2.5 pollution
sometimes 26 times as high as the
25 micrograms considered safe by the
World Health Organization.

Some Chinese experts suggest
that China could grant its

s air, water and soil.

projects.

Meanwhile, dangerous levels of air pol-
lution in New Delhi has beaten the
smog-filled skies of Beijing, show new

Bejjing - PM2.5

Some Chinese experts are suggesting
that China could grant its environment
ministry veto powers over high-polluting

for Science and Environment (CSE).
The report says while PM10 levels in
Beijing have decreased by about 40 per
cent from 2000 to 2013, in New Delhi it
has increased by about 47 per cent
from 2000 to 2011. PM10 levels in Delhi
are nearly double that of Beijing. (Cour-
tesy news.yahoo.com)

s s (D

June and saw levels of PM2.5 - particu-
late matter with a diameter of 2.5 mi- 2030.
crometers that can penetrate deep into

Visitors To Tiananmen Square In Beijing
Have To Deal With Ongoing Pollution

tional average down to that level before

In April, the vice minister for environ-
mental protection announced
a two-year inspection cam-
paign to root out fake air quali-
ty data and accused some lo-
cal governments of manipulat-
{ ing the data to meet national

China Sets Up $1.65
Billion Fund To Fight Air

China is forging ahead with

environment ministry veto
powers over high-polluting
projects [AP]

Officials at the meet vowed to advance
energy efficiency, including improving
gasoline standards for cars, and elimi-
nate outdated equipment and factories.
China will also continue to subsidize
new energy model electric cars.

The government said it intends to up-
grade grids, and boost the supply of die-
sel oil and the construction of energy
saving buildings.

As China prepared to catch-up with the
developed world and overtake the US
as the world’ s largest economy, envi-
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Please send your comments to the News & Review Editor at john @ scdaily.com.
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