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NEWS & REVIEW /s

News & Review is a Division of Southern News Group - Founded June 16, 1979 | June 10, 2015| Section B 3***| John T. Robbins, Editor

SPECIALREPORT
World War Il Ended 70 Years Ago

World War Il (WWII or WW2), also
known as the Second World War (af-
ter the recent Great War), was a glob-
al war that lasted from 1939 to 1945,
though related conflicts began earlier.
It involved the vast majority of the
world's nations—including all of the
great powers—eventually forming two
opposing military alliances: the Allies
and the Axis. It was the most wide-
spread war in history, and directly in-
volved more than 100 million people
from over 30 countries. In a state of
"total war", the major participants
threw their entire economic, industrial,
and scientific capabilities behind the
war effort, erasing the distinction be-
tween civilian and military resources.
Marked by mass deaths of civilians, in-
cluding the Holocaust(during which ap-
proximately 11 million people were
killed) and the strategic bombing of in-
dustrial and population centers (dur-
ing which approximately one million
people were Kkilled, including the use
of two nuclear weapons in combat), it
resulted in an estimated 50 million to
85 million fatalities. These made
World War Il the deadliest conflict in
human history.

The Empire of Japan aimed to domi-
nate Asia and the Pacific and was al-
ready at war with the Republic of Chi-
na in 1937, but the world war is gener-
ally said to have begun on Septem-
ber 1, 1939 with the invasion of Po-
land by Germany and subsequent dec-
larations of war on Germany by
France and the United Kingdom.
From late 1939 to early 1941, in a se-
ries of campaigns and treaties, Ger-
many conquered or controlled much
of continental Europe, and formed the
Axis alliance with Italy and Japan. Fol-
lowing the Molotov - Ribbentrop Pact,

The History Of World War Two |

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, News&Review Editor

U.S. Gen. Dwight D. Eisenhower (left), commander of Allied forces in
Western Europe, sits in the back of a jeep with U.S. Army Chief of Staff
Gen. George C. Marshall, as he waves to spectators at the Washington

National Airport, in Arlington, Virginia, on June 18, 1945, in this
handout photo provided by the U.S. National Archives and Records
Administration. (Photo/Reuters)

Germany and the Soviet Union parti-
tioned and annexed territories of their
European neighbors, including Po-
land, Finland and the Baltic states.
The United Kingdom and the British
Commonwealth were the only Allied
forces continuing the fight against the

Alfred Jodl, center, signs the instrument of surrender ending Nazi
Germany's involvement in World War Il in Rheims on May 7, 1945

i

Japan Surrenders to the U.S. at Tokyo Bay,September 2, 1945

Japan's Deputy Chief of Staff in China Takeo Imai led a delegation to
Zhijiang, Hunan Province, to negotiate the Japanese surrender in
China. On September 9, 1945, the government of the Republic of

China held a ceremony in Nanjing to accept Japan's surrender.
Commander-in-Chief of the Chinese Army Ho Ying-chin received
the surrender of Japanese forces from Yasuji Okamura,
commander-in—chief of Japan's China Expeditionary Army.

Axis, with campaigns in North Africa
and the Horn of Africa as well as the
long-running Battle of the Atlantic. In
June 1941, the European Axis powers
launched an invasion of the Soviet
Union, opening the largest land the-
ater of war in history, which trapped
the major part of the Axis' military forc-
es into a war of attrition. In December
1941, Japan attacked the United
States and European territories in the
Pacific Ocean, and quickly conquered

e [
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much of the Western Pacific.
The Axis advance halted in 1942 |
when Japan lost the critical Battle of
Midway, near Hawaii, and Germany
was defeated in North Africa and
then, decisively, at Stalingrad in the
Soviet Union. In 1943, with a series
of German defeats on the Eastern
Front, the Allied invasion of Italy
which brought about Italian surren-
der, and Allied victories in the Pacific,
the Axis lost the initiative and under-

took strategic retreat on all fronts. In |5

1944, the Western Allies invaded
France, while the Soviet Union re-
gained all of its territorial losses and
invaded Germany and its allies. Dur-
ing 1944 and 1945 the Japanese suf-
fered major reverses in mainland Asia
in South Central China and Burma,
while the Allies crippled the Japanese
Navy and captured key Western Pacif-
ic islands.

The war in Europe ended with an inva-
sion of Germany by the Western Al-
lies and the Soviet Union culminating
in the capture of Berlin by Soviet and
Polish troops and the subsequent Ger-
man unconditional surrender on 8
May 1945. Following the Potsdam
Declaration by the Allies on 26 July
1945, the United States dropped atom-
ic bombs on the Japanese cities of Hi-
roshima and Nagasaki on 6 August
and 9 August respectively. With an in-
vasion of the Japanese archipelago
imminent, the possibility of additional
atomic bombings, and the Soviet
Union's declaration of war on Japan
and invasion of Manchuria, Japan sur-
rendered on 15 August 1945. Thus
ended the war in Asia, and the final
destruction of the Axis bloc.

World War Il altered the political align-

EDITION

All quiet till 9p.m. -

May 7th 1945 Germany Surrenders To Allies

¥; BUT BRITAIN KNEW LAST NIGHT

—IT°SALL OVER

—then the l.on(lun'
crowds went mad in the West

e
5
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The Central Daily News in

Chongqing reported the end of the

war with the headline, “Japan
Surrenders!”

ment and social structure of the world.
The United Nations (UN) was estab-
lished to foster international co-opera-
tion and prevent future conflicts. The
victorious great powers—the United
States, the Soviet Union, China, the
United Kingdom, and France—be-
came the permanent members of the
United Nations Security Council. The
Soviet Union and the United States
emerged as rival superpowers, setting
the stage for the Cold War, which last-
ed for the next 46 years. Meanwhile,
the influence of European great pow-
ers waned, while the decolonization of
Asia and Africa began. Most countries
whose industries had been damaged
moved towards economic recovery.
Political integration, especially in Eu-
rope, emerged as an effort to end
pre-war enmities and to create a com-
mon identity.

OFFICIAL V!CTORY'
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WAR ENI]S'AS:JAPAN QuITS

P’H’ put

TODAY, TIIIIIISIIlA'Ir ARE LEGAL HOI.IDAYS
5.5, Indianapolis

Japan Surrenders August 1945

A Message From Wea H. Lee, Chairman, Southern News Group

Seventy years ago, an unthinkable and now unmentionable calamity that had never
been seen before in the long history of humanity occurred. But the tragedy, even 70
years ago, is still unforgettable. And the trauma that World War Il brought to all of man-
kind so many years ago, still haunts all peoples of the world today while it also still

guides the events of daily life.

The war broke out in 1939 and ended in1945 and was the largest war in modern history,
with more than 100 million military personnel being mobilized and directly involved in
this world conflict. Included in the sad events of the war were the tragic Nanjing Massa-
cre in China and the Holocaust in Europe.

For the first time Japanese germ warfare was carried on against Chinese soldiers and ci-
vilians, and finally, for the first time United States dropped two atomic bombs on Japan
to put a finish to the war disaster. There were a total of 50 million to 70 million deaths

caused by the war -- the largest number of deaths in the history of war.

Learning about history is like holding up a mirror to reflect the past to teach us a lesson.
This year the world will hold many different forms of commemoration of World War Il
From Moscow, Minsk, Warsaw, Berlin, Paris and other famous international cities, to
Auschwitz, the beaches of Normandy, the Berlin Wall, Mitte Jewish cemetery and so
many famous war relics — all these events and places and more remind posterity to me-
morialize the many martyrs and keep in mind the war and the world's struggle against

the fascist powers of that time.

Recently, the 69th United Nations General Assembly adopted by consensus a resolution

to commemorate the 70th anniversary of World War victory. It is well-documented in many ways and the truth remains that
World War Il for all countries, especially in Asia, Europe and other regions caused untold suffering to millions of people.
Also in remembrance of the war, the Chinese People's Anti-Japanese War and the World Anti-Fascist War 70th Anniversa-
ry will be held in September in Beijing and will include a spectacular military parade in Tiananmen Square. This is the first
large-scale celebrations since Xi Jinping became
China's top leader.

In Houston, the commemoration of the 70th anni-
versary of victory in World War Il will be held at
Minute Maid Park on November 7, 2015.

Southern Newspaper Group will be responsible for
the overall operation and implementation of the
event, and Diversity and Prayer for World Peace
will be the event's theme.

The peace and diversity event at Minute Maid Park
on November 7, 2015, will attract thousands
of ethnic peoples from multiple backgrounds includ-
ing Jewish, Asian, Latino, African and they will rep-
resent the wishes of the whole world, listening to
the many voices from the diverse peoples while
praying for world peace under the same sky.
History cannot be forgotten and the tragedy of war
must be remembered. The coming commemora-
tion event will also write an important memorable
chapter in the history of the development of the di-
verse city of Houston, Texas.

-

Members of an American landing unit help their exhausted
comrades ashore during the Normandy invasion, in this
June 6, 1944, photo taken near Sainte-Mere-Eglise, France.

Wea H. Lee

Wea H. Lee
Houston, Texas
May 9, 2015

Please send your comments to the News & Review Editor at john @ scdaily.com.
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