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Four-Nation Latin America TourA F/rst For L/

China's Premier Urges Harnessing China's Manufacturing Prowess

Compiled And Edlted By John T. Robblns News&Rewew Editor

Premier Li meets with over 20 Chinese and
Brazilian entrepreneurs on a China-made
ferry in Rio de Janeiro on May 20. [Photo/

english.gov.cn]

RIO DE JANEIRO - Visiting Premier
Li Kegiang last Wednesday asked Chi-

pics.
The subway company in
the Brazilian megacity has
ordered 604 subway and =
commuter trains from Chi-
¥ nese manufacturers. Some
90 trains which the Chinese
J manufacturers will deliver
soon may be used for sub-
way lines for the Olympics.
The newly designed sub-
way trains, with sleek look,
comfort in running and ener-
gy efficiency, are specially
equipped  with  powerful
air-conditioning systems for
the use in Rio De Janeiro, a
city of familiar with high tem-
peratures.
The ferry boat, also tailored for the up-
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coming Olympic host, has been wide-
ly praised by local people after its
maiden voyage lately. Another six sim-

nese enterprises to sharpen edges of
equipment manufacturing and bring

Premier Li Keqiang takes a ride on the
new subway Line 4 with Rio de Janeiro
Governor Luiz Fernando de Souza in
Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, on May 20, 2015.
The train is built by China's CNR Corp.

[Photo/english.gov.cn]

gies and powerful equipment manufac-
turing capacity in railroad transport,
and China-made products are cost-ef-

fective and adaptable to vari-
ous markets.

After taking the boat trip, Li
| talked with representatives
from manufacturing and finan-
cial sectors in both China and
Brazil. He asked financial in-
stitutions to support produc-
tion capacity cooperation be-
tween the two countries.

The Chinese side is willing to
further cooperate with the §
Brazilian side in infrastructure
construction and equipment
manufacturing, which would
benefit the both, Li said.

He voiced his hope that the Brazil-
ian government will ensure legiti-
mate rights of Chinese companies,
particularly small businesses, and Chi-
nese expatriates in Brazil.

Brazil is the first stop of Li's four-na-

Premier Li Keqiang meets workers from
China's CNR Corp on Wednesday.

[Photo/english.gov.cn]

tion Latin America tour, his first to the
region since he assumed premiership
in 2013. Besides Brazil, Li also visited
Colombia, Peru and Chile on this key
South American visit. (Courtesy www.
chinadaily.com.cn)

the world more quality products which
constantly meet market demand.

Li made the remarks as he took a ride
on a subway train and a ferry boat in
Rio De Janeiro, a metropolis with a
population of 6.5 million which is go-
ing to host the 2016 Summer Olym-

ilar boats, with a capacity of carrying 2,
000 passengers each, will be deliv-
ered no later than next year.

Li asked the Chinese contractors to
fulfill the work of building those trains
and boats, ensure timely delivery, and
continue to develop new models
to meet the local demand.

He encouraged the train and
ship building companies to be pi-
oneers in production capacity co-
operation between China and
_ Brazil, and hoped more Chinese
manufacturers to get the upper
hand in fierce global competition.
He enjoyed the ride as the train
which started, accelerated,
cruised and pulled into the sta-
tion. He also talked with the driv-
er, who told the Chinese premier
that the China-made trains have
mature technologies, run stably,
and are able to carry more pas-
sengers.

Li told Brazilian officials, who ac-
companied him during the train
ride, China has superior technolo-

w iv,':ﬂ:} "'-.-'fcp’Com.._-ma’fvﬂ’-' o

Premier Li Kegiang boards the Sugar
Loaf Mountain ferry in Rio de Janeiro
on May 20, 2015. The ferry was made
in China and is named after one of
Rio's biggest tourist attractions and
has a capacity of 2,000 passengers.
[Photo/english.gov.cn]
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China Claims Success In Grackdown On Extremist Muslim Region

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, News&Review Editor

Anti-terrorism police attend an exercise in
China's Xinjiang region in 2013.

BEIJING (AP) — China's government
reported Wednesday that it has foiled
181 terror plots since it started a crack-
down a year ago on lIslamic separat-
ists in the northwestern region of Xinji-
ang that was prompted by a surge of
violence that reached as far as Beijing.
However, it was unclear what scale of
terror organization is reflected in the
tally, because authorities have given
neither extensive details on the plots
nor a clear definition of what they
would include, and some analysts sug-
gest small-scale or even nonviolent in-
cidents might be on the list.

China has blamed religious extremists
for violence in the region.

Some Uyghurs have expressed resent-
ment toward China's Han majority in
recent years over what they say is
harsh treatment from Chinese security
forces and Han people taking the lion's
share of economic opportunities in Xin-
jiang.

Uyghurs also say their religious and
cultural freedom has been curtailed.
Earlier this month, a town in Xinjiang
temporarily banned people from wear-
ing Islamic-style clothing and large
beards on buses.

Xinjiang is largely closed to foreign
journalists and substantial
information about security in
the region is difficult or im-
possible to collect and verify.
Touting the crackdown's
success, state broadcaster
CCTV  on  Wednesday
showed paramilitary troops
conducting drills featuring
fleets of helicopters, simulat-
ed building assaults and
heavy weapons including
anti-tank guns and flame-
throwers.

The report said 96 percent
of the foiled plots were still
in the planning stages. It

said 112 suspects have
turned themselves in, but
no figures were given on
those captured or killed by
police. Some critics have
raised concerns of summa-
ry executions in the crack-
down.

Authorities also have target-
ed the distribution of video
and audio recordings pro-
moting extremism, along
with outward signs of reli-
gious conservatism among
the native Muslim Uighur (pronounced
WEE-gur) population such as the wear-
ing of long beards by men and veils by
women. In addition, authorities have
tightened controls on both legal and il-
legal border crossings into neighboring
Central Asian states.

The crackdown was launched after a
bomb attack last May 22 on a crowded
market in Xinjiang's capital, Urumgi, in
which 39 people were killed. That fol-
lowed an extremely rare attack in Bei-
jing in which five people were killed, in-
cluding three attackers, when a Jeep
mowed down pedestrians in front of
iconic Tiananmen Gate.

A knife attack at a train station in the
southern city of Kunming about a year
ago claimed 29 lives, further marking a
departure from the militants' previous
targeting of government offices, police
stations or other symbols of rule by the
ethnic Han Chinese maijority.

Violent conspiracies in Xinjiang gener-
ally involve only a few people, so it
was unlikely that China had uncovered
any "wide-ranging networks," said Da-
vid Brophy, a Xinjiang historian at the
University of Sydney.

The exact nature of the plots also is
hard to assess, since China tends to

Terrorist Attack In Tianamen Square 2013. Eight Were
Executed For Their Roles In The Attack.

broadly define terrorism to include acts
that might otherwise be seen as ordi-
nary religious or cultural practices, he
said.

And while reports of major violence
have largely disappeared from China's
state-controlled media, Brophy said he
was aware of incidents involving "quite
large numbers of casualties that can't
really be explained."

Beijing says unrest among Uighurs is
caused by extremist groups with ties to
Islamic terror groups abroad, but has
provided little direct evidence.

Uighur activists say public resentment
against Beijing is fueled by an influx of
Han settlers in the region, economic
disenfranchisement and onerous re-
strictions on Uighur religious and cul-
tural practices.

ASIA-PACIFIC

Muslim Population of China

PROJECTED PERCENTAGE
MUSLIM OF POPULATION
POPULATION THAT IS MUSLIM

23,308,000 1.8%
29,949,000 2.1%

2010
2030

The rise of the Islamic state group in
Irag and Syria is seen as further com-
plicating matters, with China increas-
ingly concerned about Uighurs cross-
ing borders to fight with the group —
and the potential for them to return to
carry out attacks in Xinjiang, said
Ahmed A.S. Hashim, a terrorism ex-
pert at Singapore's Nanyang Technical
University.
"Creating a narrative of suc-
cess in Xinjiang could be a
way to say, 'Listen, terror-
ists, there is no fertile
ground here for your nefari-
| ous activities," Hashim said.
He warned, however, that
even if the crackdown is suc-
cessful, less bloodshed in
* Xinjiang does not mean Bei-
jing has won over the Uighur
population to its policies.
"Reduction in violence does
not mean a resolution of the
matter." (Courtesy AP/news.
yahoo.com)
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