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Chinese, Russian Navies Hold Mediterranean Drills

Cumplled And Edited By John T. Robbins, News&Review Edltur

China and Russia will condudt their
first-ever joit naval esercises in the |
hMediterranean Sea within weeks, Bek |
jing's military said Thursday as it ex
tends its reach and the pairs relation-
ship becomes ever doser.

The live-fire exercises, set for mid-May,
will imvolve nine surface ships in total, |
with three from China, military spokes-
man Geng YWansheng said at a monthly
briefing.

The Chinese vessels imrohed are cur-
rently paricipating in imMemational an-
ti-piracy escort missions in the Guif of 8
Aden and off the Somali coast, he said.
"“What needs to be stressed is that this
joint exercise s not targeting amy third

A Chinese naval ship conducts military exercises

party and is not relsted to region-
al secunty,” he insisted.

The main purpose of the exercis-
s was protecting the safety of
navigation in “far seas”, he said,
with training to include maritine
defence and replenishment, joirt
escort, “as well as the actual
use and firing of weapons™.

The drils are slko simed at
“pragmatic oooperstion between
the two sides" and improving
“the capability of the two navies
to jointhy deal with maritime

threats", he added. . . . .
Relatons between China and & total of nine ships, ineluding three from China, will take

Russia have been aternately P@Itinthe "Joint Sea 2015 exercises set to take place in
close and distart over the de- the Mediterranean in mid-May

t:ades going back to the days of

the Soviet Union, but have been on an upswing
for the past quarter century.

Diplomaticalky, they often take similar stances at
the United Mations where they are both perma-
rent members of the Security Council.

Militarily they have conducted frequent joint exer
tises, while economically China hopes to exploit
Fussig's vast energy resources, and Moscow is
seeking to diversify its markets amid western
sanctions over the conflict in Ukraine and its an-
rexation of Crimea.

The mid-May exercises will include firing lve am-

munition, as well 85 rescue, esupply, ard other
tactical maneuvers.

The * Joint Sea 2015° mission is just the |atest it-
emtion of 8 growing partnership between the two
militaries. The drills will include nine ships, three
of them Chinese vessels imvohed in amti-piracy
patrols off Somalia, ministry spokesman Geng
vanshenq announced &t 8 news conference.

The manewsers are indicative of China' & cooper-
ation with Fussia at a time when most nations
have shunned it for its continued support for reb-
els in Ukraine and its unsettling disreqgad for the
soverignty and sirspace of Europesn neighbors.
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CRIME & COMMUNITY POLICING

MEETING

Saturdﬂ}*, Ma}r 0. 2015

Southern News Group

(Media Room)

11122 Bellaire Blvd.
Houston, Texas 77072
11:00 a.m. - 12:30 p.m

1he Otfice of Congressman Al Green

3003 South Loop West, Swite 460 Houston, TX 77054 (T13) 383-9234

This dowumen' was prepansd af (axpIrer's expense.

Please join me along with
representatives from law
enfaorcement agencies as well as
community leaders

to discuss personal safety and
recent crimes across Southwest
Houston.

60 Shops And Restaurants Have Complied With The Campaign

China Orders Muslims To Break
Taboo, Sell Alcohol, Cigarettes

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, News&Review Editor

said in his village of Aktash and surrounding ar-
eas up to 80 percent of people between the ages
of 16 and 45 refrain from drinking and smoking,
which are traditionalty considered taboo for reli-
| Qious redsons.

Jinjiang authorities, however, see the abstinence
as dangerous, ard a8 “form of eligious extren-
ism” that was posing risks to political stability in
| | western China.

|| 8 James Leibokd, an analyst at La Trobe University
in Melbourme, said China has previously en-
| g=ged in similar “crode forms of ethnocuotural
s profiling,” sccording to The Post,

Sulsyman said B0 shops and restaumnts had
oomplied with the campaign, and that there were
no reports of protests.

In a separate incident Friday, huslims smashed
the windows of a halal store in Xining city, after
pork s3usages and ham were discovered in 3 de-
livery van.

In 2014, Human Riahts Watch said pernasve eth-
nic discimination, severe religibus mepression
ard increasing cuttural suppression have fueled
the rise of tensions in Xinjiang.

Arbitrary arest, torure and forced “disappear-
ances’ of Uyghur separatists have instilled fear
in the population, according to the MGE. (Courte-
gy wownw. UpicomT op_MNews\Norkd-hews)

Street Scene O A Uyghur market In Central

Urumdi, Xinjiang. Chinese Authorities Have

Inereasinghy Cracked Down On Its Western
Muslim Population. iPhoto/ L)

BEIIMG, May & [UPI) — China has ordered hMus-
lim stores to sell alcohol and cigarettes in what it
ralls its “strike hamd™ campaign aqainst [slam.

The mandate targeted Ching's ethnic Uhghor
population in the western region of Xinjiang, a
place that has become increasingly restless in re-
sponse to crackdowns, The Washington Post e-
ported.

Chinese authorities have said shop owners who
do not follow the order face B BT RN

a shutdown Radio  Free by L
Asiareported. '
Cther religious  freedoms
have  been  drastically
curbed for China's ethnic
minority.

YWomen have been banned
from wearing facecovering
veils, and men are discour
axed from growing long
beards.

The Aprl 28 announce-
nert to Muslim shopkeep-
ers nudged them to build
“eyerCatching displays” of
aloohol and cigarettes and
daimed the results would
provide  Ygreater  comee-
nience to the public.™

Adil Sulayman, a local com-
munist  party  secretary,

Letting ug the evening street market ncar Xinyi Bead, central Uromegi
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